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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
ON MONDAY 4th APRIL 2022 AT 7PM. 

 
 
Present: Councillor J Dabell (Town Mayor) 

Councillor A Peacock (Deputy Town Mayor) 
Councillors Amos, J Belsey, Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett*, Duly, Mrs 
Farren, Favor, Mrs Mainstone, Matthews*, Mrs Mockford, Ody, 
Osborne, Scott*, Sweatman, Visser, Whittaker** and Woodgate. 
 

* = absent   
** = Present via Zoom   
 
Others present:  Town Clerk, one member of the public and one member of public via 

zoom  
 

 
63. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
There were none   

 
64. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
 RESOLVED: To accept the following apology and reason for absence    
 

Cllr Mrs Bennett Personal Commitment  
Cllr Matthews Recovering from a procedure  
Cllr Whittaker Isolating but observed via zoom  
 
 

65. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    
 

There were none 
 
 

66. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES  
 

RESOLVED:  To approve the minutes, of the meeting of 31st January and that 
the Town Mayor sign them as a correct record. 

 
 
67. TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
The Town Mayor advised that he had attended events and thanked the Deputy Town 
Mayor for also doing so.   
 
On behalf of the Council he wished Eileen Scott formerly of East Grinstead but now a 
resident of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada a very happy 100th birthday on 18th 
April.  Mrs Scott had been stationed in East Grinstead during the war where she met 
her husband and later returned with him to Canada.       
 
The Town Mayor had asked in writing, shortly in advance of the meeting, specific 
questions with regard to two matters of particular concern. One of which had become 
the cause of much comment within the Town, over the past two weeks. The 
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Chairman of Amenities and Tourism agreed to give an update on both matters at the 
start of the meeting. 
 
East Court Car Park Barrier:  Cllr Mrs Farren explained that the decision had been 
taken in June 2021 to install the barrier.  This is partly to ensure that the tenants of 
the building and staff returning to the building can park, which helps protect our 
tenancies and avoids loss of staff time.  It can also be used to cordon off the car park 
during busy times. In reply to questions, the sign saying Staff Parking is temporary 
and will be replaced.   The barrier will not be left routinely open each weekend as one 
of the by-products has been the removal of the anti-social behaviour from the car 
park, but it can be left open when there is a specific event.  The barrier will be closed 
at night so event users will be advised not to leave their cars there for following day 
collection but to park outside the barrier.   The barrier and installation cost was 
around £5,500 and met within the existing east court maintenance budgets.              
 
St Margarets Loop:  The survey for the retaining wall has been commissioned for 
April and is therefore awaited.  This will co-incide with the reports that WSCC are 
undertaking as to the Bridges before determining any commutable sum for WSCC to 
take the bridges on.  This long awaited project has had some bumps but is intended 
to progress once these reports are received, the findings of which we hope will allow 
the Council to bring this project to fruition.  It was also clarified that the Council have 
a heads of terms with a company for the production of the path.  Land Logical are the 
company who had brought forward an initial scheme, but this has been raised by 
WSCC as to some problems this may cause for the integrity of the bridge so a new 
scheme will have to drawn up. To be agreed with WSCC.  Until we get the reports 
back from the surveyor it would not be prudent to commission any new set of 
drawings.   
 
MP Mims Davies, Cllr Mrs Farren, the Town Clerk and West Sussex Councillor 
Jacquie Russell were thanked for their parts in keeping the scheme moving and the 
update.     

 
 

68. TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 
MAY DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
 
The Leader advised that as there was a full agenda he would not take time up at this 
point of the meeting.    
 
 

69. TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING  
 
 There was none 

 
 

70. PRINCIPAL COUNCIL UPDATE 
 
 Mid Sussex District Council Leader Cllr Jonathan Ash-Edwards was welcomed and 

gave an update on the current work of the Council.   He referred to planning and the 
District Plan process, the new food waste scheme, investment in 2022 for Mount 
Noddy and Hollands Way parks, Ukrainian Refugees and the sponsorship project 
being supported by West Sussex and Mid Sussex Councils. Finally he advised that 
progress was happening on the Hill Place Farm SANG following agreement with the 
Bluebell Railway who owned part of that land.  
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Questions followed:  It is not yet known where the food waste trial homes will be, 
East Grinstead Town Council will be informed if they are in East Grinstead. It is 
hoped that the coverage of the district will be extensive.  
 
How can the Town Council help with the refugee settlements? The old police station 
was once again mentioned as a possible available building if needed. The police 
have confirmed that it is still in their ownership and the town council have contacted 
the Police and Crime Commissioner to ask if it could be used by the relief effort. 
 
Not sure yet how the Town and parishes can help, but the interest is noted that we 
want to help.      
 
There does not seem to be a cohesive strategic plan for East Grinstead, problems 
remain with lack of infrastructure and no clear solution for road and transport 
problems. The Neighbourhood Plan is disregarded and we were advised not to 
review it. The public rightly have concerns as to this.   
 
Planning is complex MSDC has to provide 1000 houses a year yet we have 
constraints for building in some areas. NPs are part of the process and maybe this 
has not been clearly explained, NPs should be reviewed but MSDC would advise not 
to do this until the District review is complete in order to make it the most up to date 
document.  Mid Sussex work with WSCC who are the highways authority, they will 
continue to do so.  It was acknowledged that East Grinstead was worst affected by 
loss of offices by permitted development, going forward looking at protection of 
business parks is being considered by policies.  
 
Do Mid Sussex push back hard enough when WSCC accept highway matters which 
the public know will cause more congestion? 
 
Mid Sussex do push back to officers and to highways, but ultimately have to think 
about the public cost of appeals when WSCC highways will be seen as the experts. It 
is frustrating sometimes, but it isn’t buck passing it is balance.   
 
At the Annual Town Meeting, we touched on officer reports and it was clear that the 
rationale and decisions are not always transparent to make it clear why the officers 
are recommending in a particular way.  This should be improved to help explain why 
the decision has had to be made as it was.   
 
This was accepted and will be taken back.  
 
Supporting more housing, why can’t Mid Sussex build on the green belt or AONB? 
 
This would be just as controversial as transport matters. It is not that simple, some 
AONB has been developed such as at Pease pottage, but this is a national policy 
which will not support development in protected areas.     
 
The Town Mayor asked the Deputy to give a vote of thanks, the committee thanked 
Cllr Ash Edwards in the usual manner.   
 
Cllr Ash Edwards Left the meeting                                     

 
71. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEES  

 
Cllr Visser proposed the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee, 
updating that he, the Clerk and ward Cllr Whittaker had met with developers for an 
update on their forthcoming scheme at Imberhorne.       
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Cllr Woodgate thanked his committee for their work, he referred to the update from 
the police and proposed the minutes of the Public Services Committee .         
 
Cllr Mrs Farren proposed the Amenities & Tourism Committee minutes and gave an 
update on the Fountain that a meeting with Mid Sussex DC had resulted in Mid 
Sussex agreeing that they would like to transfer the ownership of the fountain to the 
Town Council, possibly when the fountain is in a working situation ie at the end of the 
renovation project.  Costs are still being established as to the running costs and this 
will come back to the Committee.    In response to a question it was confirmed that 
the Town Council have not accepted the offer to take ownership of the fountain as 
yet, this will come back to the committee as promised once all the costs are 
established.      
       

 Cllr Sweatman thanked his committee and proposed the minutes of the Finance & 
General Purposes Meeting.   
 

  RESOLVED:   To accept the minutes and decisions therein of the below 
meetings: 

 
 Date Page Nos Minute No 
(a) Planning 14/02/2022 152-159 200-205 
(b) Public Services 03/02/2022 160-164 206-214 
(c) Planning 07/03/2022 165-171 215-221 
(d) Amenities & Tourism 10/03/2022 172-175 222-231 
(e) Finance & General Purposes 17/03/2022 176-179 232-244 
(f) Planning 28/03/2022 180-186 245-252 

 
Cllr Visser left the room  
 
 

72. TO AUTHORISE THE  SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DEEDS  
 

RESOLVED: To approve the sealing of the exclusive rights of burial deeds:  
2250; 2251; 2252; 2253 & 2254 

 
Cllr Visser returned to the room 
 
 

73. CODE OF CONDUCT  
 
 The Town Mayor introduced the item and it was accepted that the new code was 

much easier to understand than the previous one.     
 

RESOLVED: To adopt the national Code of Conduct with immediate effect    
 
 

74. RECORDING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS   
 
 The Town Mayor introduced the report and there was general support for the 

meetings to continue to be recorded and available for rewatch on Youtube.  
 

RESOLVED: To approve that meetings continue to be recorded and posted 
on the Youtube channel and the officers bring back costings 
for the upgrading of the IT to improve the sound and visuals.      
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75. TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS FROM THE NEXT ITEM  
 

RESOLVED: To approve that the public and press be excluded from the 
next item due to the inclusion of confidential/ commercially 
sensitive information prejudicial to the public interest (standing 
order 1c) 
 
 

76. ST BARNABAS  -  TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO MAKE AN OFFER FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF THE OLD CHURCH BUILDING.     

 
The Chairman of Finance and General Purposes introduced the Item with an update 
from the previous meeting as to the energy certificate and fire risk assessment 
provision. The building has failed the Energy Efficiency Certificate and needs work to 
take it to the level that will allow a sale.   The Church have expressed an interest in 
the building remaining in community use and therefore works will be undertaken by 
the Church to facilitate the sale. It was commented that while the business case as to 
whether the building will turn a profit or even meet its costs is doubtful, however this 
is accepted as being a community asset.  
 
He recommended that the Council make an offer to purchase the building. This was 
seconded.  
 
There was much support for the building due to its history and its position to support 
the south part of the town.  It was commented that rarely buildings become available 
which are affordable and able to be used almost immediately.   
 
There was support for the building if purchased to become the home for many 
diverse community groups including youth groups, children’s parties and regular 
groups.  
 
There were some concerns as to the income that could be achieved against the likely 
expenses but also comments that it may cost the council but would also accumulate 
in value.  A detailed business plan for the use of the building once purchased would 
be necessary to establish the likely ongoing use.       
 
There were concerns that leasing rather than purchasing at this time could result in 
the price and borrowing becoming less attractive in time to come.  We should not 
assume that we can fill the building with hire 7 days a week, even on a favourable 
community rate.     
 
It was commented that Clair Hall in Haywards Heath has to be a C energy certificate 
in order to be let.  
 
It was suggested that this would not be an expensive place to hire and would fill a 
gap that the jubilee centre and East Court buildings do not cover. Really small groups 
could find this a place to call home.    
 
There was support for purchasing over leasing as over time it would be a useful 
addition to the community offering.  
 
A proposal that it be taken on a 5 year lease was not seconded. 
 
Comment was made as to the value of the premises, it has a better value as a 
commercial development and therefore should be sold for housing development 
rather than retained for community use.  
 



32 

The Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee summed up the 
approach from the community that the Council consider this building and that it was 
considered a real opportunity for the Council to continue to provide community use in 
the area.  While it might not start off well supported it would grow.  
 
A recorded Vote was called for: 
 

Town Mayor : Abstain  
Deputy Town Mayor : Support 
Cllr Amos:  Object  
Cllr J Belsey :  Support  
Cllr M Belsey:  Support 
Cllr Duly:  Support  
Cllr Favor:  Support  
Cllr Farren:  Support  
Cllr Mainstone:  Support  
Cllr Mockford:  Abstain  
Cllr Ody: Support 
Cllr Sweatman:  Support  
Cllr Visser:  Support  
Cllr Woodgate:  Support  

 
RESOLVED: that the Council would make an offer to purchase the old St 

Barnabas Church Building     
 
Further discussion as to the amount of offer to be made was held  
 

RESOLVED: The Clerk was instructed to make an offer to the Church and 
given guidance as to where the offer should be levelled 

 
As the meeting was close to 9pm and the 2 hour limit it was  

 
RESOLVED: To suspend standing orders to allow the meeting to continue to 

the resolution of this matter    
 

Further discussion continued as to how the purchase was to be financed was 
discussed there was support for a Public Works Loan Board loan and also support 
for reducing the loan by using some reserves.  There was discussion that reducing 
reserves below the recommended levels was not desired.  

 
RESOLVED: To split the purchase price so that 50% would be provided by 

reserves and 50% from a Public Works Board Loan 
 

It was supported that the loan would be over as short a term as possible and  
 

RESOLVED: To take a loan over 10 years.    
     

 
The Town Mayor advised that the next meeting was Mayor Making on Monday 9th May 
2022, he invited the Cllrs to remain for refreshment in the Mayors Parlour and the meeting 
was closed at 9.03 pm. 

 
 
 
 

Town Mayor  
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